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actor, India the background for one radiant form in purple and
gold/' He came full of a lofty purpose, his imagination fired at the
idea of ruling three hundred millions of orientals. He brought with
hjm a do2en "problems" in his pocket and set about his task with a
fearful energy. His appetite grew with what it fed on, and the dozen
problems multiplied. India, official and non-official, looked on,
amazed and stupefied.
As the masterful Viceroy began to encounter opposition in his
head-long career, his spirit became more and more intolerant, and be
devised measure after measure to beat back the rising tide of
nationalism. The culminating act of this restless one-man rule was
reached in the ill-starred Partition of Bengal, "the biggest blunder
since the Battle of Plassey." A measure professed to be in the in-
terests of efficient administration, the Bengali people regarded it as
striking at the root of their growing solidarity of feeling, and as
calculated to overthrow the political influence of the Bengali-speak-
ing race. Never was there such an agitation as followed this hapless
product of a misguided policy. It grew in strength and volume, and
developed in a hundred different directions, until Royal sympathy
and British statesmanship came to the rescue, and the '* settled fact"
was unsettled.
Side by side with the ferment produced by the events of an epoch-
making Viceroyalty, there was a deep feeling of discontent among
the more ardent spirits in the national movement, engendered by
what they regarded as the utter futility of political agitation along
the lines hitherto pursued. Year after year the cry of the Congress
went unheeded, its ponderous resolutions were contemptuously
looked upon as the demands of noisy agitators or impatient idealists.
The new Party would, therefore, have nothing to do with the
"policy of mendicancy" of the Congress and its veteran leaders. The
Deccan and Bengal were the two principal centres of the new gospel
that was preached from the Press and platform by an ever-increasing
band of youthful and aggressive politicians under the inspiration of
men like Messrs. Bepin Chandra Pal, Arabindo Ghosh, and that
stormy petrel of Indian politics, Bal Gangadhar Tilak. The first
manifestations of the new spirit, so far as it affected the national
movement embodied in the Congress, were evidenced at Benares in